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Changing Perspec1i,·es vflo11g11ag<'. Li1era11111' . Science and Social Science · 

'System of Income and Expenditure in 18th Century Maratha Reig , 
Mr. Suremlra A1ju11 Shirsat 

0 

Assistant Professor. Arts. scie11c;e and Commerce College. l11dap11r, Pune. 
l11troductio11-

Maratha state and its eco11omv was established by Chhatrapati Shivaji. His gr d 
!ego · · d . b · · an so, 

CJ m O Ji/1asty ut he had never got any administrative setup or any documentation and 
1

. 1 go, h. 
these !hings· • . ,1 I d 1 1 . , ,1, 

1ea.1·,1. 
1
' 

· we, e ueve ope . 11ro1'j I Pe1s,1111a. J 8 centwy 1\1aratha economy was state eco, 'Y. IJ/J 

developed on substructure of J t' cenll11y Marat ha Swaraj. It is having a concrete ad 10111Y 11,Qs 

structu · T,'/ d · · · . 11n111s1 • 
· 

1 e. . 1e a m1111stra//on had never geflmg back effect of political or mi/ita,y jerk. It could Wo,-'(11h•e 

s11_1ooth/y 111 !hese types ofup and downs. k Ve') , 

Aims and objectives:-

!. To understand the System of income and expenditure through Modi Script documents on state fi 
2- To study the sources of income and nature of expenditure in the reign. nance. 

3. To understand the silent features of the income and expenditure 
4. Similarities and differences in income and expenditure of village to central govt. 

5. Nature of income and expenditure of village, town, Prant (sub-district), fort, custom duty or octroi 
central govt's Income-expenditure. · and 

6. To search unifo1111ity income and expenditure at village to central Government level. 
Concepts-

! . Sa/-gudasta ce1a~,;f<H)- means Revenue collection in or during the past year. 

2. Sal-majakur e1a4;,,t<- Means the afore - mentioned year or the present or passing year. 1 

3. Ek-be,ji ~- The first entering upon the books of sums disbursed or received. It is actually a single 
entry. 

There is also a Ekabe,jii Daftar ~ m) means an office for an-angements, registry, and deposit of all 

accoun~s from the other departments; and from them where fra1;1ed abstracts of the total receipt, 

expenditures, and balances of government on all accounts for the year.-
4. Du-be,ji ~ means twice brought to a account; regularly entered; i.e. a sum is first set down under 

the name of him from whom it is received, or to whom it is advanced for expenditure; and aftenvards 

accounted for under the articles purchased, payments & c. made. It also applied to money received for 

another, entered on the deposit side, and remitted; entered afterwards upon the expenditure side upon 

intelligence of its having been received and credited.3 

5. Vara/a (cRl"o) - It 's an assignment or order upon revenue or a treasur/. It 's a promissory note issued by 

government for their departments or its stakeholders, to provide money, indirectly through their 

departments. 
Administrative procedure in respect to finance-

Higher authorities like Kamaavisadaar (<-1,111R1a,m) or Mamalatadaar were appointed by central 

governmen;. Reliance, financial credit and relations with Peshwa, these are the b~sic eligibility to became 

; Kamaavisadar. After appointment or continuation on post of higher officers (like Kamaav,sadar) they 

t rt d to work with the help of previous years accounts. Few months later the central government had to 

:e~d ea copy of estimated income and expenditure sheet or budget, it is known as 'aajamaas' (~)-There 

t b d et or 'Aajamas' for every Prant vvhich noted down gross demand, deductions, and 
was a separa e u g dd'( etcs It's ma~datory to run the account tlu·ough 'Aajamas' After 
gross balance and temporary a I wns · ' d b ·t th nt known 

• f h fi · I ar and closing the accounts kamavisadar ha to su 1111 e accou , 
completion o t e mancia ye ' ( ' ) D t ·1s of receipts 

I l b d (~) Similarly Balance Sheet I taleband, hishob (fum.T), tarjuma ~ , e a1 . 
as a e an 1110001c; • d" 1 b ed by h1aher 

d d
. .h ,J r· (~) these are documents were prepared. Au it was a so per orm o 

an expen 1ture or; aua I ~"(l' 
authorities. 

, 1nn1 1lu1 Ut•i,:1011 
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sources of income-
Two Types of sources of income_ 

1 Tanklw - that is Revenue orjama - Coll •t , It· . • 
· ·k, ) K ·b (T • ec ec rom revenue adm1111stration centers like Vill age, Pet has 

(Mat ets .' . as a~ . owns) and _collected towards Prants (districts), Subha etc. 

2. Jakal - that is Oct!OJ- coll~cted from Octroi centers and to Octroi rei ns. 

As per the documents of central o - . f g · 
3. ::,Ovei nment o the Marathas there are total five heads of mcome. 

Income by last year's balance (~ ~ ) D · · ) 
. ~ , epos1t of current year (~ ~), Offermgs (~ , 

Loan depos its (zy; q;;;r'), Income from cloths ('«1To5T ~).6 These are main titles of Income these are 

havmg ~ubheads and some semi-subheads of accounts. This amount was collected from fluctuating 

b~undanes of Maratha ~mpire under the Peshwas, it contains feudatories (Mara/ha and The Mugha[), 

tributary states ~nd temtor~e~ und_er the control of Maratha Govemment. 7 But as per the statements of 

Income the temtor~ was d1v1ded m to two parts first- Kamavisi Mulukh (the area under direct control 

an~ second- 111o~as1 Mulukh (The areas under indirect control or Saranjamdars)8 

These titles and subtitles are as fo llows: as mentioned in the financial documents of central Government of 

the Marat ha 's. 

J. Last year's recovery (sa / majakur)- arrears recovered 

Balance to government (Majamu baki~)-

Balance towards governments workshops (Silak karakhane fiiWfi <lim9'H) 

With government officials (misabadar ~) 

Balance towards subunits (Mulki baki ~ ~) 

With the sub units (Mahalanihaye 4t\1c11f.i 61il ) 

Other than the sub units (Kherij maha/anihaye ~ 461c11f.i 61il ) 

2. Current years income (Jama sal majakur) 

From the sub tmits (Maha/anihaye) 

Other than the subunits (Kherij maha/anihaye) 

These titles were been used some of the times under this head no.2 

3. Kita AivajFRIT~ Above ti tle in separate head. 

4. Kamavis ~ - the revenue collected under the head of fines, forfeits, and other irregular heads of 

sources. 

Kotawai Pune ~ - duti es by the ch ief officer of police or constabulary of a to\,vn. 

Jakali mahalanihaye "fcliTJi 4$1<:11 Ri51 il - Octroi co llected by revenue department. (as an minor portion) 

Ijafat ~ - presents or offerings or Tribute to government (king or Peshwa) from hereditary officers or 

foreign powers / officials. 

Loan or loan deposit (Jama karj) 

Gzu·arat sahukar ~ ~ - from bankers 

Kita ta have/ FRIT ~- from the workshops 

Hishobifc1jhil R;~ihfl ~ - surpl us or spare 

Account of clothes- (varta/a kapadacha c@'To5T ~) if some part or the hole amount of any tax was 

received as an cloth then the amount is mentioned in the title. 

Maha/an ihaye 4$1c11f.i 61il - From the sub units of the specified area of the document. 

Khandani mutt- a fine or mulct, amercement; a contribution lev ied or an exacti on made gen. or grain paid 

by the sub lessee to the landholder. 

Japti of!TT- Seizure, sequestration, attached. 

Najar~ _ A present to a superior; also present made and received among people of rank when they visit. 

Ghasdana <ITTrGRT- A levy of grass and gra in, or cess imposed in its place, fo r the government horse. Or a 

mili tary contribution, whether of grass and gra in or money of lieu of it. 

Ghunhegari 1ferm- a fine taken from crimina ls. 

In each document of income - expenditure there were income is divided in lo two parts first is 'sal- . 1 • , 

· d · , I ·k , guc,ast 
means last year 's arrears deposited and secon is sa -IIIC!J ur 

Village Level- Sources of income-

Income sources of village-
Last year's pend ing income - arrea rs recovered. 

Current years income 

50 
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Land Revenue- income from land cultivat d fr 

~::~sd~;~:-~~sans- from artisans like suta;, ;.;:;,,.,'~~:1~:~, 

1
f;1a~~;c~,-~~:~~

1
;~~

1
-· cultivation. 

Other Taxes and cess or tax levied extra~ 

Last year's pending income(~) 
Th fi · ~ 

ese our are titles of income sheet m the village. 

Madanwadi district Pu M h I 

Impact Factor- 7 265. ISSN · 2230-9.~78 2 ,; _202/ · ~ ,· " J"' "' " "" l'ee,- ilevie ,ve I J 

Chan in p CJ . , . • ·, • _ .' - · une • 0 ume-l J, lssue-20 ' 0 111•11
0

/ 

g g ei sp<!Un es of lw1g 11age, l1terat11re Science and ~oc· J ~ · • 
' •> Ia ,.>Crence 

, ne, a aras 1tra we can understand its nature ' V 
With the help of sheet of income of a 

Income chart of Village Madanwadi, From Pune Dist., Maharashtra. . 

Total Land -
Income 

taxes on Loan Other Taxes Last year's 
Revenue Artisans deposit income 

689 527 15 27 120 009 

Fi0 urc 1-lnco . . 
., mc_c~a~~!..:•llag_c Mada1mad1, in Punc Pranl, Year 1812 

··-4-- - -

taxes on Other Taxes Last year's 

Artisans ... 17% 

- pending ... 

Loan deposit 
4% Land Revenue 

77% 

-- --- - - - - -- -- -----Income of Towns­

! . Income from markets CQ;,muf\) - markets includes all markets in the town 

The Nett revenue CQ;,~)-

_j 

pending 

II 

i\\a, ,t 

Income from hereditary holders ofland ~~ 

2 . Income other than markets (fucrrir ~ - other than market source, obtained from some taxes like house 

purchase tax. 

These are the heads of income in the financial document named aajamas ~- The chart shown bellow is 

I rt f K b P 1799 1800 mcome c1a 0 as a une m year -
PUNE Total income Revenue from other than 

KASBA Markets market 

1776-77 4434 4309 125 

1799-1800 5726 5016 310 

Figure 2-Income of Kasba (Town) Pune, Year 1799-1800 

other than Applied Extra 

Income Prant level (district or Sub-District) 

3. The established or regular revenue~ 

4. Income in current year (WIT flli:14"1t{) 

5. 

6. 

Income from the subunits (4t;1c1 1Ri514)- Mainly Land revenue 

Income from Non Agricultural taxes (mcTT4'~ 

Applied Extra 
Revenue 

--
400 IU 

7. Pending Income oflast year (WITBIB~) . . 
1 

d h lders. 

8. ljafat (~ - Tribute towards king or Peshwa from the hereditary an of ovemment It is kno11n 

9. Income from other revenue unit (like money earned by promissory note O g 

Varata) it includes in dube,jii income 

10. Income from loans taken. ~) . . (%'ID) 

These are the heads or the titles of income from the finance document named Jhadati 

51 
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Pra11t Pune Revenue Non Agri. Last year's 
taxes pending 

1771-72 73793 16837 21706 

Fio .,urc 3 Income Chart or Prant Punc year t 772-73 
--- - - -·-• - ---- __ ,_· --

10% 9% 

23%~ 

Income of the Forts:-
---- --------

1. last year's recovery (<!Flit~~ 

2. current years deposit (;;Jln~~ 

Amount received from other subha or Mahal (assigned area), 

Income from goods sold 

3. loan 
4. Money transferred from another Subha or mahal.(Varata) 

But we can divide these income heads in basic three heads. 

I. Revenue collected from area of possession under fort, 

2. Revenue from assigned area or 11,ahal. 

3. Money transferred from another Subha or mahal.( Vara/a) 

Here is a chai1 showing fi gtures of fort Sinha f!,ad in the year 1765-66 

Loan 

7140 

Fort Sinhgad Total Income area of possession assigned area or 

under fort mahal 

1769-70 53041 2778 30293 

F;~= , J,rom, oh~ FM ,1,ghg,d ;~ ""_ >'"'."~•-77 

23% I 

-----

Income : jakat ~ or Octroi-

1) Current years income-(jamasal majakur;,ri:rr~)­

The established or regular income (i):=,'Wll) 

Income from sub units-(Jakat mahalanihaye ;;;W<l 4i<R1H7ts1~) 

Other income (Kamavis ~) 

Minor income from sources other thanja/.:at. ~;,ri:rr-

a) Loan deposited 

Year Income from Other income 

sub units 

1749-50 34555 1340 

Loan 

10000 13 

figure 5 li~omc _51 f oc1ro1 ::!_!1111:__r'!!.d J11111wr_i_'!!_1ha!, 

other than 'l 
jakat... 

'----------

A.D. 1749-50 Total 

Income From 34555 

52 

A.D. 1749· 

50 

--' _regular 
income ... 

regular income 

33050 

other than 
jakat 

1463 

Jjaft 

300 II 

Transferred amount 

from other Subha 

19970
12 

, ! 

-
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Cfumging P er Jpe! l l 

Subunirs 

Prallfj111111ar 

Pram Pune 

/9037 851 

/9988 
6121

" !3955 
/4567 

. f Jakat '-'fahal with i~ s~ units.: 
Figure__61_nco1:1e O _ • - -

regular 

income 

other than 

jakat 

Prant Pune 

■ Prant j unnar 

-

Wa\'s of expenditure- ksh (~ ) salary· d 
d. tore and wor ops -w·"' · an non sal 

It is ha\·ing nine heads. Expen 1ture on s _ · ary ~ 

- - - ( ~) Debt refund (rr ~ )- Pavment of rova] tr 
(,111t"'), payment sent to other dept or reign ~ ._ , . . · . _, . , oops({s:i 

• • . ) d'tu e towards m1htary admm1strauon of Subh ( .. 
payments to mm1sters (Fiim <IT ~, expen I r 15 

a ~ ~ 

expenditure on forts (f;,.~ f.l<l') and expenditure on Navy(~ )-

2) Tahave/ 1nf~<:'1J- 1rnrkshops or factories- total 24 sub accounts 

3) Shahiru- (>11{1-:>) 

4) baddal Mushahira f'is"c-1 ~,,tia; (salary) - it contains 11 sub heads 

5) Kherij muslwhira hira (@O-. ~ (60 sub units) 

6) Mahal majakur ~~"''t<J(expenditure all provinces) 

1) Raddaka,f (WR)(loan refund) - Gujaarat sahukar, Maha famufhe, jhadaty amufe. dharakhadarapasll!r 

8; Huj arar 1§""._Vri;-anny of the Peshva. 

9) Swariya sarakarkun(F.iT[Tql~J- Ministers 

10) Subhe lashkar~~J Army of the provinces. 

11 ) Kille /way (l";,;m flil)- Forts 

12) Jahajat 1,, t:N/ld)-Nevy 

Expendiature : village-

/) Paid ro Govt. / Jagirdars ~ -

2! Income from share holders- Heredirary officers (~ 
._,Lj-:; I{ 

·~ ,.;,("j-r,·<1 ~ 'J" 
3) Village expendirure ~J 

for go11. (tW-f.rr~~ 

for village ('ililhtiilo ~ 

4) loan refund. 

5) .\1inor expenditure (f?i,(,,:1co &'i'i-J 

• Balance 0fl'-F.T ~ ',, 

Tora! Paid ro share 
expendirure Govt. holders 

688 394 70 

Village Villaoe 
expenditure "' 
for govt. 

expenditure 
for \'iliaoe 

l I "" 
4S 

SJ 

-
loan 

bJI: 
minor 

refund expendiwrc 

----";() ,~ -+ 
J;., --
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l
·-- li~u n • 7l• •ii· 1-

- --·-·-·---·----~ ll Ul'c :11 \ifl :1:.!t' Jc, t·I. 

~~%I o½J{?j 
~ r-;:-i ~ 7ill ■ Paid to Govt. 

[10½]eJ 
Expenditure at Town;=-- - - --- -- ·--------­

!) Salary of staff of the prant, 

2) religious charity 

3) Payments of appointee 

4) lower taxation as per govt. document 

5) Balance amount etc, 

Just to study 
Total Salary of religious Payments lower taxation 
Expenditure. staff of charity of 

the town 
as per govt. 

appointee document 

1776-77 4434 589 104 784 1333 

1799-1800 5726 589 104 930 1817 

Figure 8 Expenditure of kasaba (town) Pune 

9% AD 1776-77 

10% 

23% ...... 58% 

Expenditure prant level (district or Sub-District)-­

!) Hijur swari (towards the Peshwa) 

2) Shahiru 
3) Baddal mushahira (salary) 

4) Kherij mushahira (charity on religious thighs) 

5) Tahavel (Govt. workshops) 

6) Swari majakur 

AD 1799-1800 / 10% I 
/ 4□% 1 ¥r,_116% 1 

~ \ ~ 

7) Mahal majakur- (Salary of Administrative staff of the units of the prant) 

8) Swariya sar karkun (Expenditure on Visits of officers) 

9) Subhe lashkar - Am1y office, 

Raddakarj !Loan refund 

Pune salary charity 

Prant religious 
thighs 

1772-73 25291 24662 

or Govt. Salary- Visits 

Workshops Mahal of 
level officers 

23558 34669 300 

Figure 9Expend1ature of Prant Pune m the year 1772-73. 

Expenditure : jakat or Octroi 

I ) Loan deposit 
2) Kherij mushahira- charity 

3) Tahavel-

Loan ____ _ 

4) Mahal majhakur- .. 

5) Kille /way & thani - For forts and military posts 

6) Pa1hake- Infantry 

54 

salary 
20% . 

L -----chanty 

Govt. on ... 

Worksh ... 

Subhe 
Lashkar 

23 

Cash 
Transfer 

350 
--

Loan 

2002919 

balance 
amount 

1274 17 

2286 18 

d 
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These are the titles of expenditure which commonh-Used at the Ocrroi ,eigns. The figu,es memion,, 
chan .re taken from finance document of Ocrroi -Pune and_ 'unuanuaha!. ' '" I, 
Pune aaci Total Loan Tahm·e/ Chari~-\iahal Fo, 
Jucne, :-:iahal deposit majhaku, and 

-
l 7~9-5(J 

25774 22328 
968 

_ ~ai.nc l O -JJ:oponjon~e~dinir~ of Ocrroi -Pune and Jwmar .\!aha! -,__ 
10½9½ 

:\loct e of pa vm -----.:. 1-·-. eats-Cash kin --
doc~ lS a practice b:~--d and cloths. --: --

emarions th " 'een ~o,·emm . and kin ese are ih . ~ ent and f' . cl, also cloth•s e SJlem feaimes. -In kamm·!sada,s. Smo th 1Dd10gs-' . . amount sho"ioe in cash~ wo,kiog, sleady de, ·1 
Each frnance d --ut actually ir \\·as spe,nr . a1 ed 

· · ocum m casl 
sal-majku,. c ems sians "ith . . , in . urrem year. s . ns income ritle . . come. :\IaJor source o . income reco, ered .. -\t s_ sal-gudasr. or last war' 
mcome sho"·" r,,,. f income at t0\\11 le,·el . the , tllage le\·el ·land r -~ arrears received and •~ ~· en'"" ,,·M \\as reYe e\enue \\ -· source of rn· co u--, = more comp-are "o . , nue or ta, le,·ied fro th as mam source ot· 
. me a-P"' t Jaiwr-Octr · 

111 

e mark m expendinrre in U:e ;:i pe~entage. Sala'}· (salary of Ci~\ And Lan_d Rmn,c is mo1< ,~~ o, P"""· The 
mcome w . anc, sy,tem. Loan tak . , and M1htary staff and e"n"', biggest 
It . -. ,. as deposited using loan -\ud· . fen b) goYernmem was comm t· officers) was major part 

1:, mmoenous'"' -· · mn~ o the stat fin on earure .1.,.-. • 

0 

•:]le accountino . _ -' ance docume : · 'pe, snual>On the 
:\ lost of the documents ar"' . ~-The ::,?•::,tern of accounting is shon.;n dms_ \\ as there m the ]V\aratha reion · · --!ll\l.11° detail f -"u,

0 

e, e\op · ~ · unlized some income or ex "endi so accounts using the politi;a\ hiera, mem m sccounting m,th;;, . p ture for the kmg mentioned firsL then f p . chy. For e.g. the titles which . or a1shwa then " . . 
1 \f l . • • '°' m1rns1m etc 
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